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that the British Empire was attacking, among other enemies,
Muslim Turkey. The government soon suppressed the
inflammatory periodicals that we have mentioned, and put
the editors and other Muslim leaders in internment or jail.
The first year or two of the war saw a lull in the intensity
of anti-British feeling among the middle classes ; though the
feeling itself continued. Meanwhile in the Punjab the Ghadr
movement (1914-1915), a revolutionary conspiracy of all
communities, although it was fiercely suppressed, stirred up
the rural folk. As the war proceeded, with its inevitable
worsening of economic and other conditions in India, as else-
where, discontent grew. By the end of 1917 the government
decided to appoint the ill-famed Rowlatt Commission to
investigate the growing revolutionary movement in the
country, and to report on how to deal with it. These lower-
class movements were not particularly Muslim, nor were
their ideologies religious, but they indicated and encouraged
the readiness of the lower classes to join in any radical
move. Another group disaffected were the Indian soldiers.
Many came back much more 'aware1 than they had been on
leaving home ; many did not come home at all, and their
death was both mourned and resented. Now, a predominant
portion of the Indian army was Muslim. It was given par-
ticular cause to dislike its task : " The Turks set in their
front line Mullahs whose voice rang out across the narrow
No Man's Land at Sannaiyat, and elsewhere, reproaching
the Mohammedans opposite ... Desertions were frequent,
so were executions "8.
'Meanwhile, middle-class excitement also had been grow-
ing, though without action ; there was an increasingly tense
atmosphere of waiting. After two years of war, the Home
Rule League was founded and proved exceedingly attractive.
Talk of Indian independence increased. Even the Muslim
League had found its restrained membership now including
progressive bourgeois who thought favourably of a self-
governing (though very loyal) India within the Empire; and
the most conservative sections had resigned in alarm. In
1916 the Muslim League joined with the Congress in a